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Foreword 
Where are you from? 

The question harbours ample ammunition under its false pretence of innocence. The seemingly harmless question 

does not just refer to place of birth, it hints at one’s identity, where you really belong and who you really are. We 

are all seekers - seekers of meaning, seekers of love, of redemption, of happiness, of the ultimate truth. We often 

search so hard that we lose hold of the feeling that is intuitively obvious: the feeling of home. Being aware of 

having a home and the gratitude for that.  

The story of the famous von Trapp family, which serves as inspiration for the 25th Life Ball, has always been a 

search for safety, security and acceptance. They had to leave their beloved home country 80 years ago just like 

hundreds of thousands of people and flee from a regime ready to destroy those who did not fit into their model of 

an "ideal" society. 

Hundreds of thousands of people are on the run even today. And those who do not flee often have to hide, hide 

who they are, whom and how they love, what they believe in. These people are not received by everyone with 

open arms. The lack of empathy for our neighbours can certainly be explained. The feeling of home has been lost 

to many in the course of their search. They are uprooted, they no longer feel. In search of these very roots, the 

LIFE+ CELEBRATION CONCERT takes us on the biggest journey of all. Since the beginning of humanity, the idea of 

“home” has inspired great artists with their words, their works, and their compositions to try to describe what 

home really is. That home is not a place – rather a feeling. Not the place where you were born or raised. Not the 

door where your nameplate hangs. Home is where you can completely be yourself. And more often than not, it is a 

different person.  

Gery Keszler, CEO LIFE + and Life Ball organiser
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An overview  
 

First hosted in 2012, the LIFE+ CELEBRATION CONCERT (formerly known as the Red Ribbon Celebration Concert) 

was originally planned as a one-time event to raise funds for the Mother and Child programmes of Clinton Health 

Access Initiative. The personal commitment of President Bill Clinton, an enthusiastic opera fan and the continued 

support of artists such as Anna Netrebko, Michael Schade, Juan Diego Florez, Piotr Beczala, Thomas Hampson, 

René Pape or Ildebrando D'Arcangelo as well as actors such as Antonio Banderas, Marcia Cross, Billy Zane, 

Maximilian Schell, Christiane Hörbiger, Sunnyi Melles, Cornelius Obonya, Nicholas Ofczarek, Michael Heltau and 

international singing legends like Dionne Warwick and Al Jarreau quickly laid the foundations for the continuation 

of the exclusive gala concert that rapidly became an annual cultural event highlight in Vienna. 

 

Today, the LIFE+ CELEBRATION CONCERT marks the beginning of the Life Ball weekend. Unlike the Life Ball itself, it 

is a consciously designed event with more of an intimate appeal for those who love classical art and culture as well 

as appeals to different groups with a common objective: to raise funds for projects that are persistently 

combatting HIV and AIDS in order to bring tolerance and human rights into the forefront. 

Selected readings by well-known actors define the exceptionality of this event and its programme in the midst of 

classical pieces of music interpreted by stars from the opera and the theatre world. 

The LIFE+ CELEBRATION CONCERT stands for an open and diverse society with multi-faceted variety of artistic 

voices. Issues such as humanity, equality and human dignity are in the spotlight as well as the gamut of current 

issues and the respective motto of the Life Ball. The revenues from the LIFE + CELEBRATION CONCERT are used to 

support one of LIFE +'s partner organisations year after year. This will ensure the survival of important, global HIV 

projects where they are most needed.  
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LIFE+CELEBRATION CONCERT 
For the seventh time, the LIFE+ CELEBRATION CONCERT will be the elegant start to the Life Ball 

weekend on Friday, 1 June 2018. With the tenors Jonas Kaufmann, Andreas Schager, the mezzo-

soprano Elena Maximova and the soprano singers Hila Fahima and Kristin Lewis and the baritone 

Bo Skovhus, international opera stars voluntarily devote themselves to the cause and raise their 

votes in favour of those affected by HIV/AIDS. They are accompanied by the Vienna Chamber 

Orchestra under the baton of Azis Sadikovic and the Vienna Philharmonia Chorus. 

At this year's LIFE+ CELEBRATION CONCERT, everything revolves around the concept of "Home". The 

theme journeys through the opera performances, and also short readings from the Austrian canon 

of literature - held by actresses like Markus Meyer and Sunnyi Melles -, as well as solo 

performances of the violin virtuoso Lidia Baich. 

80 years after Austria's annexation to Germany, singer Ute Lemper recalls this sad moment in 

historiography with her Songs for Eternity that speak of Yiddish songs from the ghetto. 

Home is a place we imagine, where no one was, but all want to go, is the subtitle of this year's 

concert. Artistically, the Viennese artist and pioneer of fantastic realism, Arik Brauer transforms the 

theme into a picture. His poster for the evening picks up on the misleading idea that home must 

always be a geographic location. 

The 2018 Life Ball celebrates life, human dignity, tolerance and equal rights for the 25th time. For 

the lovers of classical art and culture, who share the same objective of supporting AIDS relief 

organisations worldwide and raising awareness of HIV/AIDS, the LIFE + CELEBRATION CONCERT has 

established itself as an annual cultural highlight, which symbolises commitment and dedication to an 

open-minded approach. 

Benefactor boxes, including participation in the exclusive Welcome cocktail at Le Méridien and the 

opportunity to attend the dress rehearsal of the Life Ball on June 1, can now be booked via the Life 

Ball office. Regular tickets for this cultural experience will be available from April 20, 2018 at the 

official ticket partner of the LIFE BALL: WIEN TICKET. 

Other tickets for the concert are available at CULTURALL.  

The revenue of the event goes to national and international HIV/AIDS relief projects.  

“It deeply moves me that once again big names from the classical arts, the theatre and the Chanson 

area have joined forces in the service of this cause. In the precise dramaturgy of Burgtheater 
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director Alexander Wiegold, they would say that we are acting in unison against HIV/AIDS on the 

battlefield stage. Their energy and their gratuitous commitment to the cause is proof to my team and me 

that our concerns in classical music and on the theatrical stages of the world have found their home just as 

in the Life Ball itself,” said Gery Keszler, CEO LIFE + and Life ball organiser. 

“The Life Ball has developed into a socially relevant institution in Austria for many years with great 

commitment not only harbouring a liberal and respectful interaction with each other, but also promoting 

the scientific and social programmes. I am also grateful to the artists from Austria and around the world, 

who have made the Life + Celebration Concert a highlight of art and culture for the seventh time and have 

further increased the reputation of the Life Ball with their great dedication. The Life Ball is an international 

impulse generator and inspiration for many, it celebrates the individuality and reminds us all time and 

again, not to forget one thing: The freedom and dignity of each individual must not be called into 

question,” said Federal Minister Gernot Blümel. 

The concept 
The LIFE+ CELEBRATION CONCERT 2018 is all about the vivid concept of home. 

What exactly is home? A place, a feeling, a language, a memory? Or is it people and customs? - The concept plays 

on the brink of feelings and reasoning, between inside and outside, between cosmopolitanism and isolation. When 

we speak of home, we always set a limit somewhere. That makes the term politically so vulnerable. In the 20th 

century, hardly has a word been so exploited and violated as much as the word ‘home’. 

At the same time, man is basically condemned to eternal wandering with the primal experience of expulsion from 

the Garden of Eden. And it is no coincidence that home is often associated with images of primordial nature. The 

need for origin, security and belonging is a driving force in nature, as can be observed with migratory birds, insects 

or fish, which, after their journeys of many thousands miles, return precisely to their place of origin. 

Those who have or had to leave their homeland experience the essential need for creating identity, more than 

anyone else. Like the von Trapp family, after Austria's annexation in 1938, many artists were forced to leave 

Austria: Joseph Roth, Stefan Zweig, Jean Amery, Emmerich Kalman and Erich Wolfgang Korngold to name a few. 

Their body of work should most notably form the central theme of the concert evening. 

Does homeland exist only in relation to something foreign, manifested in the feeling of homesickness? And how 

much foreignness can the homeland tolerate? “Home is a place we imagine, where no one was, but all want to 

go,” said the philosopher Ernst Bloch. So perhaps one could describe their concept of home even when they do not 

mean a trans-figurative reminiscence, rather a future yet to be created. Home as a utopia. 
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Statements of the artists 
 

Lidia Baich 

“The idea of working together for a good cause is a way of life for me. It is a gift to be able to give something, 

especially when it refers to such an important issue.” 

Arik Brauer 

“The intention of my poster is to create room for interpretation: the happy dancer who experiences his homeland 

in the Edelweiss could be both an Alpine resident and a Jewish emigrant - that's up to every viewer.” 

Hila Fahima 

"As a musician, I sometimes think about how important my profession really is to humanity. While I cannot save 

lives every day, like a doctor in a hospital, I have a gift for the soul, trying to make the world a better place. This 

event gives me a wonderful opportunity to do more for the people, and I am honoured to be part of this special 

evening.” 

Jonas Kaufmann 

“In recent years, I have been repeatedly asked for the LIFE + CELEBRATION CONCERT in Vienna - and to my great 

regret, I had to cancel each time so far: opera singers are usually scheduled over years in advance. It is therefore 

particularly gratifying that it worked out this time.” 

Ute Lemper 

“I am pleased to be here. It gives me a chance to celebrate life with its many colours and dimensions and to sing 

about it and question its freedom. Freedom means responsibility and universal compassion, a desire that everyone 

in this world deserves the same value and dignity, the same education and the same respect. This freedom is what 

I call home.” 
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Kirstin Lewis 

"When we put ourselves a little bit into the service of a bigger cause, miracles happen. We can make a difference 

in the lives of others. This philosophy is founded firmly on all charitable purposes for which I make myself 

available. I appreciate the work of Gery Keszler and his great team. Their efforts always inspire the world with their 

inexhaustible creativity and strength, which they show anew every year for the good cause. The Life Ball and the 

LIFE+ CELEBRATION CONCERT gives hope to many people, and I am pleased to be able to contribute.” 

Elena Maximova 

“We should all be committed to the battle against HIV and AIDS. It is a great honour for me to participate in this 

year's LIFE + CELEBRATION CONCERT. Music should give people joy and hope, but it should also be an inspiration 

for reflecting on a variety of issues. I hope that largest possible number of people will be motivated to shoulder 

their share of responsibility and make their contribution.” 

Sunnyi Melles 

“My wish is that when I put my thoughts into words (this evening), it opens many hearts.” 

Markus Meyer 

“The stigmatisation of HIV-positive people is still a concern in our society. The fight against the HI virus is not over, 

despite intensive efforts of medical and research fields. The aim should be to produce medicines that are 

affordable for every human being in the world so that there is a world free of HIV in the near future.” 

Philharmonia Choir Vienna 

“True joy comes to those who help others.” 
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Vienna Chamber Orchestra 

“The Vienna Chamber Orchestra has an unparalleled cohesion within its own framework. This happens when every 

musician knows the importance of the issue. As an orchestra, we get about a lot in the history of the world, and we 

are never weary of emphasising that we are building bridges, making peace, and therefore are pursuing the 

journey with a higher goal in mind. This is also the case when it comes to participating in the Life Ball. This is 

exactly where this higher goal is perfectly implemented. Therefore, we are delighted to have faith and enthusiasm 

because the purpose of the Life Ball is something we consider to be of the greatest value!” 

Azis Sadikovic 

“Music knows no boundaries and, as a mediator of the inexpressible emotions between mind and body, creates an 

awareness of that connectedness among people through the shared experience. The courage and the willingness 

to surrender to this passion help let our resentment be nipped in the bud. Live music - celebrate life!” 

Andreas Schager 

“Every good deed that is done selflessly and without ulterior motive makes our world a little more beautiful. It is 

an honour to be able to contribute, so that those affected with this terrible disease will not be forgotten.” 

Bo Skovhus 

“The LIFE+ CELEBRATION CONCERT at the Burgtheater is a great event that I am happy to lend my voice to. 

Because we can succeed in accomplishing something, only if we go together!” 

Alexander Wiegold 

“”I am glad that the Life Ball is dealing with an issue of high social relevance again this year, because the question 

of homeland and belonging is burning in the face of the homelessness of so many people – and not just those who 

are on the run. And since every person needs a home, I am very happy to be associated with this often-violated 

word with the values of the Life Ball: liberty, diversity and mutual respect.” 
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Info & Facts 
LIFE + CELEBRATION CONCERT - HOME IS A PLACE WE IMAGINE, WHERE NO ONE WAS, BUT ALL WANT TO GO 

 

Friday June 1, 2018, Concert starts at 19:00 hrs, Burgtheater, Universitätsring 2, 1010 Vienna. 

Dress code: Elegant evening wear 

 

Participating artists 
LIDIA BAICH / HILA FAHIMA / JONAS KAUFMANN / KRISTIN LEWIS / UTE LEMPER 

/ ELENA MAXIMOVA / SUNNYI MELLES / MARKUS MEYER / PHILHARMONIA CHOR 

WIEN / AZIS SADIKOVIC / ANDREAS SCHAGER / BO SKOVHUS / WIENER 

KAMMERORCHESTER  

 

Director: Alexander Wiegold 

Equipment: Vanessa Eder-Messutat 

Art Direction: Michael Balgavy 

 

Ticketing 
Ticket sales for the LIFE + CELEBRATION CONCERT will start on April 20, 2018 – 

Tickets can be purchased via WIEN TICKET - the official ticket partner  

of the Life Ball. You can access it online at www.wien-ticket.at 

 

More tickets for the concert are available via CULTURALL. 

Ticket prices 
€ 190.00 / € 150.00 / € 110.00 / € 75.00 / € 40.00 

Exclusive benefactor boxes 
This year as well, there will be a limited number of benefactor boxes. The price of € 1,900.00 includes tickets for 4 

persons (ground floor or 1st rank) and includes the Welcome Cocktail for the first time along with the opportunity 

to attend the dress rehearsal for the 25th Life Ball.  

With your ticket purchase, you support national and international HIV/AIDS relief projects. The donation share is 

tax deductible. 

For more information on benefactor boxes, contact the Life Ball office (Tel. +43 1 595 5600-14, e-mail: 

ticket@lifeball.org)

      A company of 

http://www.wien-ticket.at/
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 We sincerely thank the partners 

 

Federal Chancellery Austria  

 

 

We are thankful to Café Landtmann for hosting the press conference on April 20, 2018. 

 

We thank the club of Viennese coffee house owners for their kind support. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Subject to change without notice. 
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